The Good Eggs

The Good Eggs in the Community
Chapter 1: Ambassadors for Children (September/October)

Chapter 1 begins with Benedict meeting a young Egg at the library who is in line for free books. After the
Eggs shared some of their adventure stories from their study abroad program, Ms. Poach explains the
Ambassador Program; the Eggs will focus on a different service area every two months and connect their
service to the friends they met around the world last year.

The first opportunity was with Operation Egg Equip, an organization that equips Eggs with school
supplies and books. The Eggs collected a classroom full of supplies and books, they packed backpacks
and had the opportunity to deliver the backpacks to children in need, one of whom was the young Egg
Benedict met at the library.

To connect their work with Operation Egg Equip with the world, the Eggs decided to donate 25
backpacks full of supplies and books to the children of Chile and Zambia. Their friends Eduardo and
Paison helped to make sure the backpacks got to the children in need in their countries.

“You know how important it is to have the right supplies to be successful in school. Not everyone has
access to these things, so this is where we can help.” — Ms. Poach to the Eggs

This service activity is one that children will be able to relate to immediately. School supplies are a basic
need that help kids achieve success in the classroom. You can adapt this to the classroom or home
environment (remember, the chapters in this book take place over two months, so the service can really
have time to sink in and have a greater impact on children’s hearts):

e Have your students create a list of school supplies they feel are the most important for their
studies; backpacks, crayons, pencils, paper, notebooks, or whatever else they come up with.

e Decide which ones to collect and come up with a way to purchase them; e.g. a school supply
donation drive, or another service activity that would earn money to purchase supplies.



e Research underserved schools in your area and decide where and how you will donate the
supplies. Include notes of encouragement to the kids who will receive the supplies.

Additional idea:
® Pair up kids in the classroom (or younger grade) as a “tutoring buddy.” Reach out in areas of
math and reading to see where they could be of service to help another child achieve success!

In The Good Eggs in the Community, Operation Egg Equip helps to reduce some of the burden children in
communities face by offering children who couldn’t otherwise afford it, new school supplies, backpacks,
and books.

Helping children to succeed is a responsibility we all bear. Children are often able to easily recognize the
needs of other children because it is part of their shared experience. They are aware when a child at
school does not have a pencil or paper or lacks other supplies. Often, we don’t recognize the systemic
problems children who live in poverty face. Children who live in impoverished situations often lack basic
necessities at home due to financial constraints. When there is little or no money to pay for things like
food and utilities in the home, other items like school supplies and books become luxuries that just are
not possible to purchase.

Equipping children with much-needed school supplies helps them feel valued, prepared, and ready to
learn, while reducing their stress and raising their self-esteem. Never underestimate the small, kind acts
you do. They will be appreciated more than you know!
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Visit The Good Eggs website to explore our inspiring children’s books, SEL resources, podcast for kids,
video series, monthly “Eggings,” blog updates, and social media links —
all designed to help young reader’s hearts grow!
https://www.thegoodeggs.or
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